A 1920’s Farmstead Highlighting Sustainable
Agriculture, Homesteading, Heirloom
Gardening, and Farm to Table Cooking

2018 Event Schedule

The Farm at Prophetstown
The Farm accepts cash, checks, credit and debit cards

Located in Battle Ground, Indiana, The Farm at Prophetstown offers a unique experience on all aspects of farm life.
Programs revolve around the 1920’s farms as they began their transition from animal to tractor power. The Farm is
a training farm for sustainable agriculture, homesteading, gardening, canning, as well as farm-to-table cooking,
sewing and quilting. It draws on a wide range of resources such as beekeepers, master gardeners, farm experts, and
home economics experts. Admission is free with state park entry except for special programming and workshops.
Every Tuesday - Head to The Farm for laundry day. Try your hand at washing
clothes the old fashioned way with our washboard. Hang the clothes on the
line to dry. Tuesdays from 1:00-2:00pm.
Every Thursday - Meet the chickens! Stop out and explore the chicken coops.
Collect and clean the eggs for sale. Thursdays from 1:00-2:00pm.
2/10/18 Explore Seed Saving - Join us for information, tips, and FREE heirloom seeds
from our new seed library. Learn about the importance of saving seeds and how you can get
involved! Start your own heirloom garden. Find out when to plant your seeds and how. FREE
with park admission. Stop in anytime between 1:00-3:00pm. *If you missed this event, come
in anytime during business hours to pick out your seeds.
2/10/18 Farm Breakfast - Enjoy a delicious breakfast buffet served in the Gibson
Farmhouse. Try a sampling of breakfast favorites, raised right on our farm. Served with all
the fixins! Contact The Farm for menu details. Reservations required. Call 765-567-4700 to
book your spot. $15 per person, includes park admission. 8:30-10:30am.
3/17/18 Hazelnuts On The Farm - Farm families would often grow foods that could be
used all year long. Hazelnuts were a popular nut of the 1920s and had many uses. Find out
how to use them, roast nuts in the wood stove and taste our very own harvest. FREE with
park admission. 11:00am-Noon
3/24/18 The Changing Face of Farming - Ted Hunt of Hunt Bros. Herefords will be
talking about how farming has changed in the past 100 years. How has modernization
changed the life of the American farmer? Are people still using old methods to farm?
FREE with park admission. 1:00-2:00pm
3/24/18-3/25/18 Maple Sugaring at the Village - Join us in the Native American village
at Prophetstown State Park for the third annual maple sugaring demonstration. Visitors
will see, smell, and taste history during this event. Woodland Indian Educational Program
presenters, Jessica and Mark Eaton, will demonstrate historic Native American-style maple
sugaring techniques using clay vessels, hot stone boiling, and evaporation in metal kettles.
Help stir the sap, tend the fire, taste the treats, and more. FREE with park admission. For
more information, call 765-567-4919 or email amanuel@dnr.in.gov
3/31/18 Raising Poultry - the Basics - Interested in raising poultry? Learn the basics of
raising your own flock. Chickens, ducks and turkeys will be covered in this intro session. FREE
with park admission. 11:00am-12:30pm.
4/14/18 Meet the Clydesdales - Come and say hello to two gorgeous Clydesdale horses,
Barney and Mike. They often pull our trolley, but will be available for photos and your
affection. See these beautiful giants in person and chat with Karen Cadle about what it
takes to raise them. FREE with park admission. 11:00am-1:00pm. 4/20/18 Farm Dinner
- Enjoy a 5 course meal in the 1920s Gibson Farmhouse, featuring fresh, locally sourced
ingredients. Socialize and make new friends! Reservations required. Space is very limited.
*Vegetarian options available. Contact The Farm for more details. $50 per person. Call 765567-4700 to book your spot. 6:00-8:00pm.
4/21/18 Beer Brewing - Beer is a part of our history and has been around for centuries.
Learn how to brew your own beer at home. Impress your friends with your very own brew.
Sample homebrewed beer. Must be 21 or older to participate. Valid ID required. Registration
required. $20 per person. Call 765-567-4700 to book your spot! Noon-3:00pm.

4/28/18 Sheep Shearing - Come watch as our sheep get hand sheared for summer.
Pat and Harold Dorrell will be on hand to demonstrate shearing, spinning wool and to
offer information about raising sheep. Pat and Harold are both retired educators who
own Simple Soapworks and Farm Yarns. They travel the Midwest selling their homemade
products! Stop in to see this special demonstration. FREE with park admission. 10:00amNoon and 1:00-3:00pm.
4/28/18 Right Steps Run 5K/10K Walk/Run - Spend your morning in a fun and
healthy way-all while supporting children in families who need help to afford high quality
child care. Right Steps’ mission is to provide and advocate for quality child care and early
education for all. Please help us make that happen! For more details and to register, visit
www.rightstepscdc.org/. Race begins at Prairie View Picnic Area. Event starts at 9:00am.
4/29/18 Historic Baseball Game - Join us for a real, old time American classic! The
Rising Sun Belle River Base Ball Club from Rising Sun, Indiana will be on The Farm playing
our community farm team, The Bo Janglers. See how different baseball was then to
now. Hang out on our bleachers and enjoy this 9 inning classic. 1pm - 4pm. Food will be
available for purchase. FREE with park admission. Noon-4:00pm.
4/29/18 Baseball History - Batter up! Baseball, the “national pastime,” increased its
size of audience in the 1920s. Growing spectator audiences and radio listeners enjoyed
professional, semi-professional and amateur baseball teams throughout the nation.
In the Gibson Farmhouse, learn how baseball mania influenced popular culture. Play a
baseball pinball game or try your luck at a baseball board or card game! FREE with park
admission. 1:00am-4:00pm.
5/12/18 Native Wildflower & Plants Sale - Sponsored by the Indiana Department
of Natural Resources, buy straight out of the greenhouse! Over 40 native plant species
of wildflowers and grasses to choose from. For more information call 765-567-4919 or
email amanuel@dnr.in.gov. FREE with park admission. Join us from 9:00am-4:00pm at the
Visitor Center.
5/12/18 Heirloom Vegetable and Herb Plant Sale - The Farm will be selling
heirloom vegetable plants and herbs grown in the DNR greenhouse. Your purchase
supports The Farm at Prophetstown. Stop in at the DNR Visitors Center to purchase your
plants. FREE with park admission. 9:00am - 4:00pm.
5/19/18 Making Goat Soap - Felicia Payne Nicholson from Patchwork Acres Farm
will be demonstrating the art of goat soap making. Felicia runs a very successful farm
business where she makes products using milk from goats raised right on her farm. She
will demonstrate milking and the process of making goat soap. Guests are welcome to
pop-in for this demonstration or stay for the entire learning experience. FREE with park
admission.10:00am -2:00pm.
5/25/18 Farm Dinner - Enjoy a 5 course meal in the 1920’s Gibson Farmhouse, featuring
fresh, locally sourced ingredients. Socialize and make new friends! Reservations required.
Space is very limited. *Vegetarian options available. Contact The Farm for more details.
$50 per person. Call 765-567-4700 to book your spot. 6:00-8:00pm.
5/26/18 Sears and Roebuck Catalog Exploration - The Sears and Roebuck catalog
provided unprecedented access to household necessities and amenities. The availability of
these factory made goods lessened rural isolation and narrowed the differences between
city and country life. Explore the Gibson Farmhouse and discover the variety of household
goods from the “wish” book. Examine catalog ads and see the appeal of Mr. Sears’
innovative marketing. FREE with park admission. Noon-4:00pm.
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5/27/18 Bum Ditty Barn Dance Band - The Bum Ditty Barn Dance Band is an old-time
string band based in Lafayette, Indiana. Robert Freeman (banjo & fiddle) is from St. Louis,
Missouri, and started playing old-time music in high school. Cliff Harrison (fiddle & guitar)
and Jesse Danner (guitar & banjo) are from Charleston, Illinois, and started listening to
old-time music before they were born. The band’s name gives you an idea of its style; a
danceable old-time ensemble that conjures up the spirit of old barn-dance programs. The
band will be back on The Farm, playing classic old time tunes. FREE with park admission.
11:30am and 1:30pm.
6/2/18 Family Day - Please join us for a fun filled day on The Farm! We will have
demonstrations, music, games, food, plenty of animals to see and more. Don’t forget
to join us for the pie eating contest at Noon! Scott Greeson has performed all around
the Midwest and will be playing his unique Americana style, Folk music in our barn
from 1:00-3:00pm. Stop in and see a fabulous show! Horse drawn trolley rides will be
available throughout the day $4 per person. Children 5 and under ride FREE. FREE with
park admission. 10:00am-4:00pm.
6/2/18 1920s Recreation on The Farm - When farm families completed their daily
chores, leisure time in the evening might include participation in group games of chance
and skill. Board and card games were popular along with adaptations of outdoor games like
croquet and bowling. Visit the Gibson Farmhouse and try your luck at 1920s indoor leisure
diversions. FREE with park admission. 10:00am-4:00pm.
6/9/18 Beekeeping at The Farm - Enjoy a talk about beekeeping on The Farm, led by our
volunteer beekeepers. Explore equipment and techniques from the 1920s to present day. If
honey is available, try different techniques of extracting honey from the combs. FREE with
park admission. 10:00am-11:00am.
6/9/18 All About Eggs - Are all eggs created equal? Stop out at The Farm and learn
interesting facts about chicken, duck and turkey eggs. Find out what makes free range
eggs so delicious and the benefits of buying local eggs. See the difference between eggs
purchased from the store and eggs raised on a free range farm. Learn about unique uses for
eggs. It’s really, all about eggs! FREE event with park admission. 1:00-2:00pm.
6/15/18 Farm Dinner - Enjoy a 5 course meal in the 1920s Gibson Farmhouse, featuring
fresh, locally sourced ingredients. Socialize and make new friends! Reservations required.
Space is very limited. *Vegetarian options available. Contact The Farm for more details.
$50 per person. Call 765-567-4700 to book your spot. 6:00-8:00pm.
6/16/18 Mini Morning - Meet our mini horses! Get the chance to pet Mr. Bojangles and
Hope. Learn about what mini horses were used for in the 1920s. Have your picture taken
with our minis. FREE with park admission. 11:00am - 12:00am.
6/23/18 Iced Tea on The Porch - Relax and sip refreshing iced tea on our porch. We
will be serving up different teas for you to enjoy. Find out the many uses for tea and what
common plants can make great teas! FREE with park admission. Noon-3:00pm.
6/30/18 Bum Ditty Barn Dance Band - The Bum Ditty Barn Dance Band is an old-time
string band based in Lafayette, Indiana. Robert Freeman (banjo & fiddle) is from St. Louis,
Missouri, and started playing old-time music in high school. Cliff Harrison (fiddle & guitar)
and Jesse Danner (guitar & banjo) are from Charleston, Illinois, and started listening to
old-time music before they were born. The band’s name gives you an idea of its style; a
danceable old-time ensemble that conjures up the spirit of old barn-dance programs. The
band will be back on The Farm, playing classic old time tunes. FREE with park admission.
11:30am and 1:30pm.
7/1/18 Farm Scavenger Hunt - Bring the kids up to The Farm for a fun filled scavenger
hunt. Find all of the items on The Farm and get a treat! FREE with park admission.
Noon-2:00pm.
7/14/18 Farm and Tippecanoe County Historical Association Membership
Appreciation Dinner - The Farm is happy to partner with TCHA to say thank you to
all of our members. The dinner will take place at the new History Center, 522 Columbia
St, Lafayette. Meat will be provided by The Farm. Doors will open at 5 and food will be
available from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Come out and meet our staff and enjoy a meal with

friends. Reservations will be required. Please visit Eventbrite.com and search this
event to RSVP or call 765-476-8411 extension 4. FREE to all TCHA and Farm Members.
5:00-8:00pm.
7/20/18 Farm Dinner - Enjoy a 5 course meal in the 1920s Gibson Farmhouse, featuring
fresh, locally sourced ingredients. Socialize and make new friends! Reservations required.
Space is very limited. *Vegetarian options available. Contact The Farm for more details.
$50 per person. Call 765-567-4700 to book your spot. 6:00-8:00pm.
7/21/18 Berries on The Farm and Prairie - Head to the farmstead to enjoy a talk
and taste, all about berries. We will explore the history behind what folks may have
grown in the 1920s and how these fruits were important to farm families. FREE with park
admission. 1-2pm.
7/28/18 Old Fashioned American Radio - The new technology of radio provided
weather and crop reports, classical and country music, sporting and political news to an
appreciative rural audience. By the late 1920s radio programming also introduced regular
dramas and situation comedies. Visit the Gibson Farmhouse and engage in an early radio
drama. Audience participants may be asked to provide sound effects. FREE with park
admission. 11:00am-4:00pm.
8/5/18 Canning Vegetable Juice - Back by popular demand, learn how to can your
own vegetable juice. Our Executive Director, Leslie Martin Conwell, will be teaching this
introductory canning class. Each participant will receive juice to take home. Registration
required. $20 per person. Please call 765-567-4700 to book your spot. This class will be
held at the History Center, 522 Columbia St Lafayette.1:00-5:00pm.
8/11/18 The Benefits of Local Meats - Have you ever wondered if locally raised meats
are really better then meat from mass producers? Do you know what “grass fed” beef
really means? Come to this informative talk about why you really should eat local. FREE
with park admission. Noon-1:00pm.
8/17/18 Farm Dinner - Enjoy a 5 course meal in the 1920s Gibson Farmhouse, featuring
fresh, locally sourced ingredients. Socialize and make new friends! Reservations required.
Space is very limited. *Vegetarian options available. Contact The Farm for more details.
$50 per person. Call 765-567-4700 to book your spot. 6:00-8:00pm.
8/19/18 Yogurt Cheese Making - Interested in learning how to make your own cheese?
Join Leslie Martin Conwell in this class on how to make a simple yogurt based cheese.
Class participants will utilize non-homogenized whole milk to make the yogurt base,
and then go through the process of turning yogurt into soft cheese with several different
ingredient options. Registration required. $20 per person. This class will be held at the
History Center, 522 Columbia St, Lafayette. 1:00-4:00pm.
8/25/18 The 1920s Automobile - By the 1920s, automobile trips to visit distant
family or tourist sites became popular among the middle class. Poor roads and lack of
accommodations made auto travel a challenge. Vacationers often camped along the way.
Stop in the Gibson Farmhouse and learn about the popularity of the automobile among
farmers. Try your skill as the popular auto game - Touring! 11:00am - 4:00pm.
8/25/18 Car Camping Barn Dance - See the glow of the historic campsites after hours
on The Farm. Join us for music in our big red barn. Relax and enjoy the music or get up and
dance. Bring your camper chair for extra seating. FREE cider and popcorn. $5 per car, plus
park admission. 7:00-9:00pm.
8/25/-8/26/18 Classic Camping and Bushcraft Weekend - Classic Camping is
defined as “the use of tools, techniques, and traditions in the style of the Golden Age of
Camping. (1880-1930).” In other words, it’s “where the frontier skills of Daniel Boone meet
the industrial age of Henry Ford.” We will partner with the Tippecanoe County Historical
Association to bring you a fun weekend of classic camping traditions. $5 per car, plus park
admission. 10:00am-5:00pm Saturday and 10:00am-1:00pm Sunday.
9/8/18 Country Fair - Join us for an exciting day on The Farm! Enjoy great music, food,
games, vendors, demonstrations, antique tractors, the Gibson Farmhouse, and the Battle
Ground Saddle Club will be on hand to show off different horse breeds! Pie eating contest
at Noon. $5 per car, plus park admission. 10:00am-4:00pm.

Discover the farm and celebrate the gift of this land!
The Farm accepts cash, checks, credit and debit cards

9/8/18 Electricity On The American Farmstead - Electricity came slowly to the farm
homes in Indiana. By the time of World War I some farms generated electrical power by
windmills or gasoline or kerosene driven engines that charged batteries. How did the use
of electricity impact the lives of Hoosier farm families? In the Gibson Farmhouse learn how
the electric light changes every day work and leisure activities. 1:00-4:00pm.
9/15/18 Raising and Caring for Rabbits - Hop on over to the barn to meet our rabbits!
Learn about the New Zealand breed, get your photo taken with a rabbit and learn about
general rabbit care. Great for kids! FREE with park admission. 11:00am-Noon.
9/15/18 Farm Dinner - Enjoy a 5 course meal in the 1920s Gibson Farmhouse, featuring
fresh, locally sourced ingredients. Socialize and make new friends! Reservations required.
Space is very limited. *Vegetarian options available. Contact The Farm for more details. $50
per person. Call 765-567-4700 to book your spot. 6:00-8:00pm.
9/29/18 Handkerchief Dolls - Try your hand at making a handkerchief doll. These dolls
have been made for hundreds of years. Learn the history behind the doll and take home
your work. FREE with park admission. 11:00am-Noon.
10/13/18 Corn Husk Dolls - Farm staff will be teaching the art of corn husk dolls. Enjoy
this old time tradition and learn the history behind this historic toy. Take your doll home!
FREE with park admission. Noon - 1:00pm.
10/13/18 Farm Dinner - Enjoy a 5 course meal in the 1920s Gibson Farmhouse, featuring
fresh, locally sourced ingredients. Socialize and make new friends! Reservations required.
Space is very limited. *Vegetarian options available. Contact The Farm for more details. $50
per person. Call 765-567-4700 to book your spot. 6:00-8:00pm.
10/20/17-10/21/17 Fall Funfest: A Harvest Celebration - Join us for a weekend of
fun fall festivities - Halloween activities in the campground, fun at The Farm, a hike to see
scarecrows along the bicycle trail, a hayride through the prairie, or take a step back in time
at the Native American village to enjoy a harvest celebration. FREE with park admission. For
more information, call 765-567-4919 or email amanuel@dnr.in.gov
10/20/18 Fall Funfest on The Farm - Stop in and celebrate Fall Funfest weekend! We
will have fall themed crafts and activities for kids. FREE popcorn and cider will be available
while supplies last. Decorate a mini pumpkin for $2 each. FREE with park admission.
Noon-3:00pm.

10/20/18 Barn Dance and Harvest Celebration -Join us for our annual Barn Dance
and help us celebrate the harvest of our crops! Scott Greeson shares his musical talents
all over the Midwest, but will be performing in our barn from 6:30-8:30pm. We will have
a silent auction to support The Farm and activities for children. Come hungry, as we will
have our very own farm chili for sale! Bring your camper chair for extra seating. Enjoy
this annual evening of family fun! $5 per car, plus park admission. Trolley rides will be
available for $3 per person, children 5 and under ride FREE. 6:00-9:00pm .
10/21/18 1920s Halloween Décor - Hoosier families in the 1920s incorporated
homemade and commercial decorations in their harvest and Halloween gatherings.
Halloween parties were especially popular with all ages and commercial party supply
companies promoted the use of its tissue and crepe paper, gummed seals (today’s
stickers) and mat-stock silhouettes. $5 per person. Registration required. Call 765-5674700 to book your spot. 1:00-3:00pm.
10/27/18 Trick-Or-Treating with the Animals - Come dressed in your costume and
share this festive weekend with our animals. Find each station on The Farm and receive
a treat. Learn about how trick-or-treating came to be and see the house decorated for a
1920s Halloween party! Several of our animals will be in costume, so don’t miss this fun
event! FREE with park admission. 1:00-2:30PM.
11/4/18 Heirloom Apples and Orchards - Enjoy a talk about starting your heirloom
orchard. Learn about heritage apple varieties and check out our plans for an heirloom
orchard at The Farm. FREE with park admission. 1:00pm - 2:00pm.
12/1/18 Egg Ornaments - Back by popular demand! Learn how to make beautiful
ornaments from real eggs! We will use duck eggs, raised right on our farm. These
ornaments make beautiful gifts. Registration required. $5 per person. Call 765-567-4700
to book your spot. 11:00am-Noon.
12/9/18 Christmas Traditions Craft Class - Christmas decorations in the 1920s
included both handmade and commercially produced paper decorations. Learn how
to make crepe paper rosettes and trees, jointed Santas, “snaps” and more at the Gibson
Farmhouse. Registration required. $5 per person. Call 765-567-4700 to book your spot.
1:00-3:00pm.

The Farm at Prophestown is located at 5545 Swisher Road, West Lafayette, Indiana and is a non-profit organization operating 100 acres of land leased
from Prophetstown State Park. Our staff is dedicated to showing, sharing, and teaching about historic agriculture and the homesteading arts.

Come to the Gibson Farmhouse to check availability
for beef, pork, eggs, seasonal produce, and other items.

Like what you see? Want to get involved?
Volunteer applications available at:

See more at: prophetstown.org

Events@prophetstown.org

@FarmAtPTown

FarmAtProphetstown

@farmatprophetstown

